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Hoping for $460,000
in 60 days
&ODUNVWRQFR̆HHVKRSFKDOOHQJHV
supporters for funds to buy space
by R. Scott Belzer
sbelzer@dekalbchamp.com
“Every mission has a place. Ours
is here in Clarkston, Georgia. We own
our mission—will you help us own our
place?”
This is the introduction of a video
outlining Refuge Coffee Company’s latest
fundraiser for $460,000—the amount
needed to purchase property at 4170 E.
Ponce de Leon Ave. NE in downtown
Clarkston where its current offices are
located.
Refuge—a 501(c)3 nonprofit operating

in Clarkston for the past two years—
launched the crowdfund campaign on
June 1 with hopes to raise the funds
within 60 days. The amount will be used
to purchase the garage it operates from
Iberia bank, which currently owns the
property.
If the nonprofit—which offers
employment and job training for
immigrants and refugees through a coffee
house, catering services and coffeefocused food truck—cannot raise the
funds, spokesmen state Refuge may have
to relocate.
“If we don’t pay, we don’t get to stay,” a
description of the fundraiser reads.

See Coffee on Page 17A

Refuge Coffee Company set a goal of raising $460,000 in 60 days to purchase the property
it operates on, located at at 4170 E. Ponce de Leon Ave NE in downtown Clarkston. Photo
submitted.
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COFFEE Continued From Page 16A
Staying, in Refuge Coffee Co.’s case,
means continuing its mission to provide
a safe place for Clarkston’s refugee
community, which includes an estimated
2,500 individuals from more than 145
countries. The nonprofit offers incoming
residents employment, job-training and
event space.
Refuge helps new American residents
focus on a job schedule, meeting members
of the community and earning their first
American dollar.
“We believe in the power of welcome,”
reads Refuge’s mission page. “We dream
of a vibrant, resettled refuge community
in Clarkston where our new neighbors
are embraced and given opportunities to
thrive through the business of hospitality.
We will not only train resettled refugees
here; we’ll create a place for these unique
cultures to tell their stories and share their
lives.”
According to founder Kitti Murray,
Refuge used similar fundraising in
November and December 2016 to raise
$100,000, enough to maintain financial
stability while waiting for the right time to
make an offer on the property.
The fundraising efforts came after
Refuge learned that Iberia may be
considering other offers on the property.

“We felt that it was time to take
ownership of the property,” Murray said
June 6. “The city’s streetscape project is
coming up in the fall and they’ve already
bought the right of way. The perceived
value of the property is about to go up.”
Murray said Refuge Coffee Co. has
become Clarkston’s de facto town center
because of its proximity to Clarkston City
Hall, Thriftown, international markets,
shops and restaurants. While location may
be key, she said financial challenges still
arise because Refuge is still considered a
young non profit.
Murray said she hopes the Clarkston
community will support Refuge’s
fundraising efforts and that the nonprofit
is able make an offer on the property
within 60 days.
“This really is a hopeful thing,” Murray
said. “We’ve seen that this community has
a vast, rich array of gifts and generosity.
We just need a little bit extra of that
generosity to make this happen.”
To donate to Refuge Coffee Co.’s
$460,000 fundraising campaign, visit
www.purecharity.com/a-place-forrefuge or refugecoffeeco.com. For
more information, contact Murray at
refugecoffeecompany@gmail.com.
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students will come here
knowing we have a solution and
that we can provide a solution
to them.”
Des Potier, director of
Georgia State University’s
Learning, Income, Family
Transformation (LIFT)
program, as well as Hal
Wilkerson of the Georgia
Student Finance Commission
are available at Lakeside High
School throughout the month
of June.
Potier is on site to educate
parents and students about
Georgia State’s Decatur campus,
which offers two-year programs
to students and up to 60 college
credit hours. He said Georgia
State can offer such incentives as
its Perimeter Academy program,
which supports and monitors
student progress for a full year.
“My goal is to let students
know Georgia State’s perimeter
campuses are a good option,”
Potier said. “You can start out by
getting your associate’s and go
all the way to obtaining a Ph.D.
We’re cost effective. This is a
great gateway.”

Wilkerson said his main
goal at the Summer Transition
Center is to educate students
and families about opportunities
after high school, as well as
how to plan, apply and pay for
education opportunities.
“Hopefully, by the time
students are done interacting
with me, they have more
knowledge on how to pay for
their education,” Wilkerson
said. “We can teach you how to
apply for HOPE, how to fill out
a FAFSA—we want to remove
those barriers.”
Potier said a challenge
that many students face deals
with momentum. Students are
often burnt out or so glad to be
finished with high school that
options after high school are
rarely considered.
Army Staff Sgt. Rashida
Davis also will be at Lakeside
throughout June to tell students
about options available in
the Army. She said students
are often curious about
completing a tour in the Army
for free college tuition, but
that the Army also offers other

NOTICE OF PROPERTY TAX
INCREASE

The City of Brookhaven has
tentatively adopted a millage rate for
the General Fund which will require
an increase in property taxes by 5.63
percent over the Rollback Millage
rate. This increase is due solely to
the revaluation of real property tax
assessments.
All concerned citizens are invited
to the public hearings on this tax
increase to be held at Brookhaven
City Hall at 4362 Peachtree Road,
Brookhaven, GA 33. The ¿rst
public hearing will be held at 7:00 p.m.
on June 15, 2017.
The second public and third public
hearings will be held June 29, 2017 at
10:30 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. After the ¿nal
public hearing, the millage rate will be
formally adopted at the June 29, 2017
meeting at 7:00 p.m.
The tentative increase will result in
a millage rate of 2.74 mills, a millage
rate equivalent increase of 0.146 mills.
Without this tentative tax increase,
the millage rate will be no more than
2.594 mills. The proposed tax increase
for a home with a fair market value of
$426,054 is approximately $20.51 and
the proposed tax increase for nonhomestead property with a fair market
value of $1,003,694 is approximately
$58.62.

opportunities.
“A lot of students like to
travel, get out of the area and
make a way for themselves,”
Davis said. “We offer stability,
30-days paid vacation, full
medical, dental and pay tuition
assistance. We teach trade
skills. We have over 150 career
opportunities in the Army and
we’re investing in them upfront.”
Davis recommends students
consider the armed forces a first
option rather than a last.
Upcoming Summer
Transition Centers will be
available at the following
schools during the following

dates:
Thursday, June 15: Cross
Keys (noon to 4 p.m.), Tucker
(noon to 4 p.m.), Stephenson (8
a.m. to noon), Arabia Mountain
(2 to 6 p.m.), Southwest DeKalb
(1 to 5 p.m.), Towers (8 a.m. to
noon), Columbia (1 to 5 p.m.)
Tuesday, June 20: Cross Keys
(8 a.m. to Noon), Lakeside (8
a.m. to noon), Stone Mountain
(11 a.m. to 3 p.m.), Martin
Luther King Jr. (8:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m.), Miller Grove (9
a.m. to 1 p.m.), Redan (1 to 5
p.m.), Cedar Grove (8 a.m. to
noon).
Wednesday, June 21: Cross

Keys (Noon to 4 p.m.), Druid
Hills (10 a.m. to 2 p.m.), Stone
Mountain (1 to 5 p.m.), Martin
Luther King Jr. (8:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m.), Southwest DeKalb
(9 a.m. to 1 p.m.), Redan (11
a.m. to 3 p.m.), Columbia (8
a.m. to noon).
Thursday, June 22: Cross
Keys (noon to 4 p.m.), Tucker
(noon to 4 p.m.), Stone
Mountain (8 a.m. to noon),
Martin Luther King Jr. (2 to
6 p.m.), Miller Grove (1 to 5
p.m.), Redan (8 a.m. to noon),
Cedar Grove (1. to 4 p.m.).

CURRENT PROPOSED 2017 TAX DIGEST AND 5 YEAR HISTORY OF LEVY
AND NOTICE OF PROPOSED TAX INCREASE
NoticeisherebygiventhattheGoverningAuthorityoftheCityofClarkstonhastentativelyadopteda2017millagerate
whichwillrequireanincreaseinthepropertytaxesof14.95percent.
AllconcernedcitizensareinvitedtothePublicHearingsonthistaxincreasetobeheldJune29at10:00am,CityHall
CouncilRm,3921ChurchStreet,Clarkston,GA30021.AsecondPublicHearingwillbeheldonJune29at6:00pmatthe
CityHallCouncilRm,3921ChurchStreet,Clarkston,GA30021.
AfinalPublicHearingwillbeheldonJuly6at7:30PMattheCityHallCouncilRm,3921ChurchStreet,Clarkston,GA
30021.TheCityCouncilwilladoptthe2017MillagerateattheJuly6,2017meetingfollowingtheconclusionofthePublic
Hearing
Thistentativeincreasewillresultinamillagerateof15.89mils,anincreaseof2.066mills.Withoutthistentativetax
increase,themillageratewillbenomorethan13.824.Theproposedtaxincreaseforahomewithafairmarketvalueof
$100,000isapproximately$82.64.TheproposedincreaseonnonͲhomesteadpropertywithafairmarketvalueof$
475,000isapproximately$392.54.
City Tax

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

Real & Personal

64,816,123

58,592,799

64,881,851

107,610,419

146,214,537

Motor Vehicles

5,462,080

6,244,650

5,266,300

3,300,880

2,257,250

Mobile Homes

0

0

0

0

0

2017
$163,338,661.00
1,939,920.00
0

Timber - 100%

0

0

0

0

0

0

Heavy Duty Equipment

0

0

0

0

0

0

70,278,203

64,837,449

70,148,151

110,911,299

148,471,787

Gross Digest
Less M & O Exemptions

1,618,667

1,683,228

1,798,483

1,945,711

1,991,501

Net M & O Digest

68,659,536

63,154,221

68,349,668

108,965,588

146,480,286

14.000

17.950

17.950

17.110

15.890

Gross M & O Millage

$165,278,581.00
2,067,595.00
$163,210,986.00
15.89

Less Rollbacks

3.950

0.000

3.200

0.000

0.000

0

Net M & O Millage

17.950

17.950

21.150

17.110

15.890

15.89

Total County Taxes Levied

$1,232,439

$1,133,618

$1,445,595

$1,864,401

$2,327,572

$2,593,423

Net Taxes $ Increase

$165,576.67

-$98,820

$311,977

$418,806

$463,171

$265,851

Net Taxes % Increase

15.52%

-8.02%

27.52%

28.97%

24.84%

11.42%

NOTICE OF PROPERTY TAX INCREASE
The City of Pine Lake Mayor and City Council have tentatively
adopted a millage rate which will require an increase in property
taxes by 14.51 percent. All concerned citizens are invited to the
public hearing on this tax increase to be held at the Courthouse/
Council Chambers, 459 Pine Drive, Pine Lake, GA on June 22,
2017 at 7:00pm.
Times and places of additional public hearings on this tax increase
are at the same location on June 24, 2017 at 9:00am and June
27, 2017 at 6:00pm.
This tentative increase will result in a millage rate of 22.200 Mills,
an increase of 2.813 mills. Without this tentative tax increase, the
millage rate will be no more than 19.387 mills.
The proposed tax increase for a home with a fair market value of
$125,000 is approximately $129.40 and the proposed tax increase
for nonhomestead property with a fair market value of $200,000 is
approximately $225.04.

